be produced for the National Museum of Man; a project designed to meet growing public demand for publications of widespread popular appeal.
The intent of the series is also to provide a set of studies that will eventually permit a comprehensive, comparative history of Canada's urban centres to be produced. These two objectives establish the framework for the book.
Well over a hundred magnificent photographs by themselves meet the book's first objective. They demand attention and anyone picking up the book is bound to be captivated. even the dilettante is exposed to the book's main topics and points of view. The chances are that most people who pick it up will be encouraged to look at the text. Furthermore, the photographs and several very useful maps are appropriately located in relation to the written material so that the serious reader will find that each effectively complements the other.
To write a comprehensive history is no mean task, especially when the work is to be addressed to a very wide audience with divergent expectations. Artibise's approach is to produce an urban biography -an "attempt to see the community as a whole and to relate the parts to a larger context." (Foreword, p. 7). The material is organized in essentially chronological sequence but each major period is discussed in terms of standard, unifying themes. The four major periods are:
Winnipeg's origins and its incorporation as a city, its formative and boom years, the crisis and decline of war-time and depression, and the transformation and challenge of recent decades. Within each period Artibise examines aspects of economic growth and development, population growth and ethnic relations, the evolution of the urban landscape, and Sanitary conditions were appalling in the north end, but major sewer and water works were extended into the area at the turn of the century concurrently with service first being provided to other parts of the city. The area was not, therefore, ignored by the ruling elite.
Poverty was a factor, but the incoming peasants 1 ignorance of even the more rudimentary necessities of urban living was also a major hurdle. On the other hand, bibliographic material on Winnipeg is very comprehensive and most usefully annotated. Using it, the reader can pursue many avenues which must necessarily have received cursory treatment in Artibise's text.
However, one shortcoming is the lack of reference to comparative studies. Artibise treats Winnipeg as a rather isolated entity, attributing to the city a uniqueness that is unfounded. This is perhaps to be expected in the first book of a series and it certainly reinforces the need for a systematic, comprehensive and comparative study of Canadian urban history.
Artibise's book is likely to be received with mixed reaction.
Professional scholars will be frustrated to find little material in the work that has not already been published. On the other hand, it very
effectively draws together what has been produced. If offers a fresh interpretation of many events in Winnipeg's past, yet the account is often overly simplistic. It will undoubtedly generate lively debate.
The comprehensive referencing and annotated bibliography will be well received and the excellent selection of photographs applauded.
The lay reader will undoubtedly find the illustrations appealing and will probably sympathize with the points of view so fluently expressed in the text. The large amount of detail might, however, be intimidating. Nevertheless, the book meets its immediate objective and could well stimulate the casual reader into taking an even greater interest in history and its impact on the contemporary scene. The other principal objective is timely. As the first of a series of comparative urban histories, the Winnipeg study is a necessary step towards the development of greater understanding of the general processes that have created urban Canada. Artibise and the National Museum are to be congratulated for this. Other books in the series are awaited with eager anticipation.
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